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The Athens By James H. S. McGregor tends to be excellent reading book that is easy to understand. This is
why this book Athens By James H. S. McGregor comes to be a favored book to check out. Why do not you
really want become one of them? You can enjoy reading Athens By James H. S. McGregor while doing
other activities. The visibility of the soft documents of this book Athens By James H. S. McGregor is sort of
obtaining experience easily. It consists of exactly how you should save the book Athens By James H. S.
McGregor, not in racks of course. You may save it in your computer gadget and gizmo.

From Booklist
The fifth century BCE is often referred to as the golden age of ancient Greek civilization. In truth, it should
more properly be considered the golden age of Athens, where icons of Western civilization, including
Socrates, Euripides, Sophocles, and the sculptor Phidias, held sway. Naturally, visitors to Athens are initially
drawn to the Acropolis and the gleaming jewel of the Parthenon, which loom over the old city center. But
contemporary Athens and Athenians are heir to a far more lengthy, diverse, and rich heritage than just that
golden age. McGregor, emeritus professor of comparative literature at the University of Georgia, uses a
chronological approach to paint a vivid and engaging portrait of the city and its inhabitants from the
preclassical period to the development of Athens as a modern metropolis. McGregor pays the necessary
tribute to the classical heritage, but he also sheds light on aspects of the Byzantine, Ottoman, and modern
periods, and he deftly shows both the elements of continuity and the breaks with the past. The result is a
well-deserved tribute to a great city. --Jay Freeman

Review
What is remarkable about McGregor’s Athens is its uncanny clarity: not only the author’s eloquence in
exploring an archaic, classical, Hellenistic, and modern Greek world but the wisdom that has gone into
reconstructing that world from its first settlers to the vast and sprawling metropolis that is now contemporary
Athens. McGregor has truly captured the pulse of the city. (John Chioles, New York University and the
University of Athens)

McGregor describes the great city of Athens in solid detail as it spirals out from its core on the Acropolis.
(Kirkus Reviews 2014-01-15)

McGregor…takes readers through centuries of Greek history, art, and architecture to provide both ‘a
coherent narrative’ and a travel guide. (Publishers Weekly 2014-02-17)

McGregor uses a chronological approach to paint a vivid and engaging portrait of the city and its inhabitants
from the preclassical period to the development of Athens as a modern metropolis. McGregor pays the
necessary tribute to the classical heritage, but he also sheds light on aspects of the Byzantine, Ottoman, and
modern periods, and he deftly shows both the elements of continuity and the breaks with the past. The result
is a well-deserved tribute to a great city. (Jay Freeman Booklist 2014-02-24)



About the Author
James H. S. McGregor is Emeritus Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of Georgia.
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Athens By James H. S. McGregor. Modification your practice to hang or squander the moment to just chat
with your friends. It is done by your everyday, do not you really feel bored? Now, we will reveal you the
brand-new practice that, really it's an older behavior to do that can make your life much more qualified.
When really feeling bored of constantly chatting with your buddies all free time, you could find the book
entitle Athens By James H. S. McGregor and then review it.

The factor of why you can obtain and also get this Athens By James H. S. McGregor sooner is that this is
guide in soft data kind. You could read guides Athens By James H. S. McGregor any place you desire even
you remain in the bus, workplace, house, and also other locations. But, you might not should move or bring
guide Athens By James H. S. McGregor print anywhere you go. So, you will not have larger bag to carry.
This is why your option making better principle of reading Athens By James H. S. McGregor is truly helpful
from this situation.

Understanding the means ways to get this book Athens By James H. S. McGregor is additionally useful. You
have actually been in appropriate website to begin getting this details. Get the Athens By James H. S.
McGregor web link that we offer here and check out the link. You can order the book Athens By James H. S.
McGregor or get it as soon as feasible. You can swiftly download this Athens By James H. S. McGregor
after getting bargain. So, when you need guide quickly, you could directly receive it. It's so simple and so
fats, right? You need to prefer to by doing this.
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Revered as the birthplace of Western thought and democracy, Athens is much more than an open-air
museum filled with crumbling monuments to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on a journey from the
classical city-state to today's contemporary capital, revealing a world-famous metropolis that has been
resurrected and redefined time and again.

Although the Acropolis remains the city's anchor, Athens' vibrant culture extends far beyond the Greek city's
antique boundaries. James H. S. McGregor points out how the cityscape preserves signs of the many actors
who have crossed its historical stage. Alexander the Great incorporated Athens into his empire, as did the
Romans. Byzantine Christians repurposed Greek temples, the Parthenon included, into churches. From the
thirteenth to fifteenth centuries, the city's language changed from French to Spanish to Italian, as Crusaders
and adventurers from different parts of Western Europe took turns sacking and administering the city. An
Islamic Athens took root following the Ottoman conquest of 1456 and remained in place for nearly four
hundred years, until Greek patriots finally won independence in a blood-drenched revolution.

Since then, Athenians have endured many hardships, from Nazi occupation and military coups to famine and
economic crisis. Yet, as McGregor shows, the history of Athens is closer to a heroic epic than a Greek
tragedy. Richly supplemented with maps and illustrations, Athens paints a portrait of one of the world's great
cities, designed for travelers as well as armchair students of urban history.
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The fifth century BCE is often referred to as the golden age of ancient Greek civilization. In truth, it should
more properly be considered the golden age of Athens, where icons of Western civilization, including
Socrates, Euripides, Sophocles, and the sculptor Phidias, held sway. Naturally, visitors to Athens are initially
drawn to the Acropolis and the gleaming jewel of the Parthenon, which loom over the old city center. But
contemporary Athens and Athenians are heir to a far more lengthy, diverse, and rich heritage than just that
golden age. McGregor, emeritus professor of comparative literature at the University of Georgia, uses a
chronological approach to paint a vivid and engaging portrait of the city and its inhabitants from the
preclassical period to the development of Athens as a modern metropolis. McGregor pays the necessary
tribute to the classical heritage, but he also sheds light on aspects of the Byzantine, Ottoman, and modern
periods, and he deftly shows both the elements of continuity and the breaks with the past. The result is a
well-deserved tribute to a great city. --Jay Freeman

Review



What is remarkable about McGregor’s Athens is its uncanny clarity: not only the author’s eloquence in
exploring an archaic, classical, Hellenistic, and modern Greek world but the wisdom that has gone into
reconstructing that world from its first settlers to the vast and sprawling metropolis that is now contemporary
Athens. McGregor has truly captured the pulse of the city. (John Chioles, New York University and the
University of Athens)

McGregor describes the great city of Athens in solid detail as it spirals out from its core on the Acropolis.
(Kirkus Reviews 2014-01-15)

McGregor…takes readers through centuries of Greek history, art, and architecture to provide both ‘a
coherent narrative’ and a travel guide. (Publishers Weekly 2014-02-17)

McGregor uses a chronological approach to paint a vivid and engaging portrait of the city and its inhabitants
from the preclassical period to the development of Athens as a modern metropolis. McGregor pays the
necessary tribute to the classical heritage, but he also sheds light on aspects of the Byzantine, Ottoman, and
modern periods, and he deftly shows both the elements of continuity and the breaks with the past. The result
is a well-deserved tribute to a great city. (Jay Freeman Booklist 2014-02-24)

About the Author
James H. S. McGregor is Emeritus Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of Georgia.

Most helpful customer reviews

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
A must read for travelers to Greece
By Jeannine Smith
I'm visiting Athens soon on a Rick Steve's tour, and this book is terrific. It isn't a travel book per se, but
rather provides a lot of additional history that isn't in the travel guides. I am reading it alongside travel guides
which show the places reference but it's ATHENS, the book, that provides the cultural background and
history that makes Athens, the city, come alive.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Disorganized and no fun to read
By AES
This books contains a lot of useful information, but the author is clearly more interested in the minutiae of
architecture and art history than in telling a coherent narrative. Each chapter is a disorganized mess,
bouncing back and forth between architectural details and political history. There are also occasional
sentences which require reading about 10 times to actually understand. Clearly this book was not edited very
well.

If you want a social and political history of Athens, I would look elsewhere for a more balanced and easy to
read narrative. For that, I'd even prefer wikipedia over this book. However, if you want a somewhat dry art
history lecture to have on hand while touring Athens, then this could be of some help.

I also take issue with some allusions that the author makes in the first chapter to the Indo-European
hypothesis (though he never mentions it by name). He does this in the context of cultural and economic
changes in Greece in the Neolithic and later. He appears to dismiss the theory of IE migration (violent or not
violent) outright, insinuating that the switch from female earth deities to male sky gods (and a more militant
culture to go along with it) was a homegrown phenomenon brought wholly about by economic change. He
asserts that population growth and improved farming technology meant that males occupying valuable



territory had come to supersede the reproductive power of females. In doing so he ignores decades of
archaeological, genetic, and linguistic research supporting an IE migration, and fails to acknowledge the
possibility that his ideas and the IE theory aren't necessarily mutually exclusive. In other words, the
economic conditions were a widespread phenomenon in Neolithic cultures making the transition from
isolated farmers to cohesive, militant, territory-holding cities and states. This didn't just happen in Greece,
but Greece (like much of Europe) was within the IE sphere of influence. This socioeconomic change could
very well have simply provided the power vacuum for the IE/Kurgan cultures to migrate and establish their
cultural influence, not necessarily by exclusively violent means.

Obviously this is somewhat tangential to a history of Athens, but he shouldn't throw ideas out so recklessly.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Tourist Info
By Jim Eggers, M.D.
Helpful in preparation for 10 day trip to Greece. Highlights sites and historical background associated with
sites.

See all 3 customer reviews...
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